348                            RECOLLECTIONS
BOOK leaders came to my room in the House of Commons vj^_ and admitted what was to be said for conciliation The Tory and the Liberal Unionist leaders, Balfou and Chamberlain, came, and showed reasonabl desire to get the question out of the way. Its post ponement would only throw difficulties on to thei own hands when in the fulness of time they shoul come in. We parted, each to feel the ground, the with the extreme Irish Right, I with the extreme Iris Left. Time was an embarrassment, for we were nes the end of July, and resort to guillotine closure wou] produce an irritation that might easily be fatal to il chances of bringing the Bill out of the quicksands.
A letter of mine to Chamberlain states the cas if anybody cares to disinter a mummy:
J. M. to J. C.
July 29, 1893,
Many thanks for your note.
The plain truth is that the risk of miscarriage of a sett ment conies as much from your extreme Irish Right as frc my extreme Irish Left. An almost insuperable difficulty I been created (1) by the resolutions passed the other day the Landlords Convention; (2) by the line taken by 1 landlords in the debate.
You know how suspicious my Irish friends are. They i more suspicious than ever by reason of all this. It 1 convinced them that the landlords would deliberately t\ any merely voluntary bill into a dead letter, and would steac boycott the three arbitrators from the very outset.
When I first undertook this difficult business two yc ago, I said to my friends that we should do no good with a tacit understanding with the landlords. They predic that I .should never come to any understanding. But I h jxTsisted and persevered. I have steadily done my bes cultivate relations with such of the landlord leaders as I cc get at.third. Irishound a zrs.both refreshing and useful in parliamentary politics. It went far beyond a mere personal win. Impaired though it was by the capricious rapidity of the conversion in our favour since July, still in the aspect of ministerial policy there was no mistake about it. In my Election Address I had appealed for confidencendme." He smiled all over his face, playing with his fork.
